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» Previous lssues Tahwanese researchera have created anificial liver tissue that could offer hope
» Search Aricles far transplant patients.
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Liu's artificial tissue mimics the structure of real liver, which is made up of
hexagonal units called obules containing radial hepatocyte chains linked by
regions of endothelial cells. Hepatacytes are responsible far marny different
jobs in the liver, including detoxifying drugs and metabolising cholesteral and
fat. The radial structure of lobules is essential for ensuring that blood reaches
the hepatocytes and that the liver functions narmally. Liu suggests the adificial
tissue could eventually be used in transplants and drug testing.

Future challenges facing the group include three-dimensional cell patterning
and ‘the rebuilding of other complicated living cell blocks of bone, vessel and
here tissue,' said Lio.

Shady Gawad, a researcherin cell
"the proposed approach for manipulation from the University of
generating cell patterning on a Southampton, UK, said, 'the proposed
surface seems very promising™  approach for generating cell patterning
an a surface seems wery promising.'
Gamwad suggests it could eventually allow scientists to build 'a programimakble
systern to generate different types oftissue geometries' on demand.
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