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Liao’s Gold Culture from " The Records of Khitan " and "the History
of the Liao Dynasty"

Zhou, WeiqiangD
Abstract

Liao people attach great importance to the gold. In recent years,
unearthed Liao tomb have excavated a lot of fine gold, included the attire,
saddlery, weapons, ritual vessels, containers, and a variety of accessories.
However, few scholars pay attention to gold in Liao's political role. This
article summaries some examples in "#he Records of Khitan' and "the History of
the Liao Dynasty", such as legend of the Liao’s imperial seal and Military tally,
official clothing, Royal wagons and Sedan chairs, Emperor's granting to show
the gold culture of Liao dynasty. This article also introduces the source of

gold in Liao Empire and management and market control of gold.

Keywords: Gold, Legend, The Records of Khitan { %+ W & ) , the History of the Liao
Dynasty & ¥ )

Y Assistant Curator, National Palace Museum. Member of International Union of the
History and Philosophy of Science, Division of History of Science, National Committee

of the Republic of China, Academia Sinica, Taipeli.
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NEEDHAM RESEARCH INSTITUTE TEXT READING SEMINARS
MICHAELMAS TERM 2009

Oct. 9: “The Chungiu fanlu ?}%F Z9F%: a problem of textual transmission”

Michael Loewe (Clare Hall, Cambridge)

Oct. 16: “C18th — 19th stone inscriptions concerning the environment from
Yunnan province, China”

Christian Daniels (Tokyo University of Foreign Studies)

Oct. 23: “Funerary Genres in Early Medieval China”
Olga Lomova (Charles University, Prague)

Oct.30: "Wiang Xidoxa's = /[ [® (1875-1948) Kéxué zhi génbén wenti [ 111
EN FH,EJ@ (Basic Problematics of Science): Science and the development of a
modern Buddhist worldview."

Erik Hammerstrom (Indiana University, Bloomington)

Novw. 6: “Arguments against vaccination in nineteenth-century Japan”

Daniel Trambaiolo (Princeton University)

Nov. 13: “Wheeled vehicles in Early China”
Chen Pu (Harbin Institute of Technology)

Nov. 20: “A Lost Tang Icon: Rediscovering the Protector-Spirit Baize (White Marsh)
in Medieval Manuscripts and Paintings from Dunhuang”

Donald Harper (University of Chicago)

Please note that this will be a talk, held in conjunction with the Faculty of Asian

and Middle Eastern Studies, University of Cambridge

Novw. 27: “In search of the common point in alleged textual parallels in the
commentaries on the Analects by Huang Kan El {il (488-545) and Zhu Xi # F
(1130-1200)”

Bernhard Fuehrer (School of Oriental and African Studies)
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The seminars are held at 3.30 p.m. at the Needham Research Institute.
ALL WELCOME

The Needham Research Institute, 8 Sylvester Road, Cambridge, is situated
at the corner of Sylvester and Herschel Roads, behind Robinson College.
Any queries about the seminars should be directed to John Moffett
(im10019@cam.ac.uk)

GENEALOGIES OF SCIENCE IN ASIA: CROSS-CULTURAL APPROPRIATION
3-4 December, 2009

Needham Research Institute, 8 Sylvester Road, Cambridge CB3 9AF

If you wish to attend please notify the Institute Administrator, Susan Bennett, at
admin@anri.org.uk

PROGRAMME

Thursday 3 December 2009, 9.00 to 17.30

9.00 Opening

9.15 Christopher Cullen (Needham Research Institute, Cambridge)

Indian astronomy and medicine in Tang China

10.00 Pascal Crozet (SPHERE, CNRS, Paris)

On some aspects of translation from Greek to Arabic

10.45 Break

11.15 Charles Burnett (The Warburg Institute, University of London)

The Fortuna of Ptolemy in the Middle Ages

12.00 Raymond Mercier (University of Cambridge)

From a scientific community to bookish schools: the reception of Islamic
astronomy in Europe

12.45 Lunch

14.00 Efthymios Nicolaidis (History, Philosophy and Didactics of Science and
Technology Programme, I.N.R. / National Hellenic Research

Foundation)

Scientific exchanges between Byzantium and Central Asia, 14th-15th centuries
14.45 Shi Yunli (Department of the History of Science and Scientific Archaeology,
University of Science and Technology of China)

Islamic astronomy in China and its further spread into Korea

15.30 Break

16.00 Catherine Jami (SPHERE, CNRS, Paris)

China and Europe ca 1700: mirror or kaleidoscope? Euclidean geometry as a case
study

16.45 Harm Beukers (University of Leiden)
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Dodonaeus in Japan: on the appropriation of Western botany

Friday 4 December 2009, 9.00 to 17.30

9.00 Moon Joong-yang (Department of Korean History, Seoul National University)
Genealogies of scientific sources and discourses of Korean literati in the early 19th
century

9.45 Kapil Raj (EHESS, Paris)

Mughal gazetteers, central Asian observatories, French maps, British instruments:
The emergence of cartography in South Asia and Britain, 1760-1830

10.30 Break

11.00 Andrea Bréard (University of Lille 1, Ecole Polytechnique & SPHERE)
Justifications of the new by referencing the old: The construction of statistics as a
discipline in late imperial China

11.45 Iwo Amelung (University of Frankfurt)

Constructing an image of the sciences. Chinese recipients of Western sciences at
the turn from the 19th to the 20th century

12.30 Lunch

13.45 Clinton Godart (Needham Research Institute and FAMES, University of
Cambridge)

Transmission of Science as Construction: The Import of Darwinism in Meiji Japan

14.30 Erik Hammerstrom (Indiana University, Bloomington & Needham Research
Institute)

Buddhist Promotion of Revolutionary Science in post-May Fourth China

15.15 Break

15.45 Remke Kruk (University of Leiden)

Modern Arabic treatises on herbal medicine and their medieval roots

16.30 Jean-Paul Gaudilliere (CERMES, INSERM & EHESS, Paris) and

Laurent Pordié(Institut Francais de Pondichery)

Appropriation and formulation: Turning Ayurvedic plant preparations into
industrial drugs

17.15 Conclusion

X AR ARG T T E R
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