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An Introduction to the Model Making of Terrain
Change and River Engineering of the Qiantang River
during the Qing Qianlong Reign

WANG, Sheng-han"
Abstract

The special exhibition: "Canal is Formed When Water Comes: Qing Archival and
Cartographical Materials on River Engineering in the National Palace Museum" was
held by the National Palace Museum (NPM) from February 18 to September 16, 2012
in Gallery 104 of the Museum’s main building. The exhibition displayed a rich and
precious collection of archives, historical books, and maps on the engineering of the

Qiantang River, in order to present the multiple facets of this subject.

For the first time in the museum, a 3D terrain model was designed and made for
an exhibition. Previously, in the rare books and documents exhibitions, the curatorial
team always used graphic presentation such as text and illustration, but new media
techniques such as 3D models and multimedia interactions were seldom adopted. The
reasons for choosing the terrain change and river engineering of the Qiantang River to
be the theme of the model were as follows: First, the river engineering effort of the
Qiantang River had been rarely discussed by the academic members. In addition, the
NPM already owned numerous collections of Qing cartographical and archival
materials regarding the process of river engineering. Finally, the Qiantang River,
unlike other major rivers in China, had several distinct winding turns in its course that
were all gathered closely together, making it most suited to be planned and displayed

as a 3D model.

The NPM believed that this model was an interesting and innovative presentation
that greatly promoted education. This article introduces the whole modeling process
of the design, including planning, material choosing, making, fabricating, and altering.
It also serves as a useful reference for the curators and designers of future related

exhibitions.

Keywords: River Engineering, Qiantang River, Terrain Model, Exhibition Design,

Science Education

* Assistant Researcher, Department of Education, Exhibition and Information Services, National Palace
Museum.
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A first look at the Chinese pirate's use of Tongan
Ships during Qianlong and Jiaqing's reigns
(1736-1820)

WU Yanru”

Abstract
The Tong-an ship was a shining star in Qing Empire's Maritime History. It created Qing Empire's
most glorious days on the seas. The Tong-an ship was used by merchants, pirates and the Empire's
navy. In the beginning it was a civilian merchant ship used of the coast of Fujian and Zhejiang
Provinces. It’s widely used by traders attracted pirates use of the same kind of ship. Finally, the Qing
Empire also used Tong-an ships to hunt pirates. Until the emergence of modern steam ships, the

Tong-an ship was Qing navy's main battle force.

However, very few people today know anything about the Tong-an ship and its rich history. Since
2012, the National Palace Museum formed a team to execute the "Rebuilding the Tong-an Ships"
Project. This project tries to use high-tech and new media to tell historical stories. So far they have
completed documentary "Rebuilding the Tong-an Ships", "Voyage with the Tailwind: Qing Archival
and Cartographical Materials on Maritime History in the National Palace Museum", and "Museum
Without Walls: Rebuilding the Tong-an Ships" special exhibit. These works introduced Tong-an ships
and Qing's naval history to the general public. By making the documentary and exhibitions, the team
also published articles to promote historical awareness and investigate deeper into this issue. This
article examines Qing archive to find out how the pirates used Tong-an ships and how their use of

Tong-an ships threatened the Qing navy.

During Emperor Qianlong and Jiaqing's reigns, using superior Tong-an ships, pirates found
themselves capable of challenging the Qing navy. They could rob merchant ships more easily. As a
result, the Qing navy began to build Tong-an fleets. From Qing officials' piracy hunting memorials, we
can not only see the pirates' robbery of Tong-an merchant ships, but we can also see their use of
Tong-an pirate ships. For example, Cai Qian (1761-1809), a very infamous pirate, used Tong-an ships

to fight Qing navy and had become a major sea security threat for the Qing Empire for over a decade.

Despite the fact that the Qing Empire's coastal defense was changed dramatically because of the
pirate's use of Tong-an ships, the academic world has never investigated issue before. The pirate's use
of Tong-an ships was the cause of Tong-an ship's change from merchant ships to pirate ships and then

to navy fighting ships. This topic is worth of further investigation.

Keywords: The Tong-an ship, pirates, Qing's Maritime History

" Doctoral Student, Department of History, National Taiwan Normal University.
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Travelogue in Hohhot.

fraE L

Dear Friends, Happy Chinese New Year of Snake and Happy President’ s
Day. My apology, no suggestion of any association of the snake with the

president.

Looking at the last piece of the travelogue, I guess I skipped Christmas,
New Year, Valentine ’s Day and other holidays and did not report anything
from China since Thanksgiving. You know how it is, you might not be terribly
busy, just simply being lazy and not getting things done in time. Several of
friends in Minneapolis and St. Paul talked with me on the phone over the
holidays. I don’t get teary eyed easily and I didn’t this time, either; but I just
want you to know how much I appreciate hearing friends’ voices at a

faraway place when one is supposed to spend time with families.

It is the eighth day of the New Year in the lunar calendar. It is when
businesses open after the long break for the festival. So although it is Sunday,
many places open today for business. Along with the grand re-opening, lots of
noises from the fireworks and firecrackers start the day. Due to the rules
regulating the amount of time Fulbright scholars in China can spend outside
China, I choose to spend the New Year in Inner Mongolia. It took me a while
to find out how long I can stay in Taiwan. You might ask, “isn’t Taiwan part of
China as China likes to claim?” Well, the answers vary quite a bit depending
on who you ask. Since the State Department is the boss that foots the bill, it
has the final say. So I spent the first 5 days of the lunar New Year in Hohhot,
Inner Mongolia, which allows me to see how the folks in Hohhot celebrate the

spring festival.

Red Lanterns must something special to the residents in Hohhot. Ahead
of the New Year, the city put lots of red lanterns all over the place. On the
street outside my apartment complex, they put purple sprawling lights on the
trees by the road and red lanterns on the light posts; it is as if the long and
wide road puts up a new clothes, adorned with the alternating lights and

lanterns. The purple and red lights at night do elevate the mood for the

TP RBGEN B T A RS B s



[60] (BIE2ma) 55 37 #8(2013.9)

celebration. Too bad that my little camera can’t capture the view in the
evening! The thing it did manage to capture is the ugly ducks the city placed at
major intersections for the New Year. They are so ugly that they deserve a spot
in my travelogue. At first, I could not figure out what exactly they are
supposed to be; then I saw similar decorations at other intersections and
realized that they were supposed to be Fu-dogs or Qilin [, the auspicious
mythical creatures that bring good luck. I guess in Hohhot, the ugly duck does

not grow up to be a beautiful swan; instead it grows up to be a lucky Fu-dog.

B] 1 Ugly ducks? Fu-dogs? You decide!

For the dinner on the New Year’s Eve, my friend, Michael, invited me to
have dinner with him and his family. I went with Michael and his wife to his
father’s in the afternoon on the eve. The dinner is a mixture of delicious
traditional Han banquet food and Mongolian style beef/lamb dishes. The
intense exchange between Michael and his dad about “communism or
socialism with distinctive Chinese characteristics” (whatever it means) forced
me to make numerous toasts with the liquor (53% alcohol content) to disrupt
the “discussion” and ease the tension. According to the women at the table, the
exchange I witnessed was an improvement over many other similar intense
debates. It is amazing that they could put the politics aside and genuinely
enjoy the festival for the rest of the evening.

The dinner was from 6:00-8:00pm. Afterwards, we moved to the living
room to watch the live special prepared by the Beijing Central TV channel for
the festival while waiting for the arrival of the new year. The show has many
Chinese celebrities and some foreign ones. They even invited Celine Dion to

b

sing the famous folk song, “What a Beautiful Jasmine,” in Chinese and her



signature number, My heart will go on. It is a custom for the northern Chinese
to eat dumplings on New Year’s Eve. This is new to me. In Hohhot, they eat
dumplings at midnight while folks at other places might eat them earlier. Of
course, before one can eat dumplings, one has to make them. While watching
TV, we made the dumplings together. We all have our own ways of making
them. It is quite fun to make dumplings together and comment on the

performances on TV.

All evening, the fireworks went off non-stop. Living on the 22nd floor
has its merits. We could see most of the city and on a night like New Year’s
Eve, the view is simply spectacular. It seems that every tall building (believe
me, there are tons of them even in a small city like Hohhot) has people setting
off fireworks on the roof, trying to outdo the rest. They are like a sea of ever
changing Christmas trees, rotating their colors and shapes with each joyful
pop and bang. Michael and I went down outside to set off a few fireworks 20
minutes before the midnight and to witness the lighting of the “prosperous
fire,” a pile of wood and charcoal of 7 feet high and 3 feet in diameter to be
started around midnight to signify the good luck and prosperity of the New
Year. Traditionally, people will get the fire from the prosperous fire and start
the fire in the stove to cook the freshly made dumplings. After eating the
dumplings, Michael and his wife took me home on his way to sing at a local
bar. (He is an English teacher and a semi-retired rock singer who performs
from time to time to help his friends.) Yes, the youngsters go out after
midnight even on New Year’s Eve. I went home happily to catch my beauty
sleep.

The first several days of the New Year came and went uneventfully. I had
no visitors, nor did I visit others. It suits me just fine. I came to Beijing on Feb
15. My plan is to stay in Beijing for three days before going to Taiwan to see
my family for my Mom’s birthday. A lot of people are still in the holiday mode
in China 5 days after the start of the lunar new year. It is eerily empty in
Beijing. Most of stores were still closed on Feb 15th and 16th. I am so grateful
that Wal-Mart in Beijing is open during Chinese New Year. At least I can get
food to avoid starvation. They say that about 45% of the people living in
Beijing left for their hometowns prior to the holidays. In a city of 20 some
million people plus close to 10 million who did not register with the
government, that means about 12-15 million people left the city. No wonder
they say that the real Beijing folks are happiest for the New Year because they
can reclaim their city for themselves—however brief it may be. I visited a few

professor friends in Beijing. Tomorrow, I am flying to Taiwan nonstop.
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Food in Hohhot

When I talked to Tom Z on the phone last, he asked me what I did for fun
in Hohhot. I thought about it and could not come up with anything not related
to food. It seems that my only pastime in Inner Mongolia is dining with
friends. As pathetic as it sounds, I learn to appreciate the cuisine here and how
the local folks prepare the food here. Beef and Lamb figure prominently in
their cooking. Before the New Year, people give gifts to their superiors.
Politics aside, giving lamb or beef as holiday gifts could present problems for

the recipients.

A professor friend of mine, who is based in Beijing but still has graduate
students in Hohhot, went to Hohhot before the end of the semester and got as
I-love-my-professor-and-thank-you-for-your-effort-in-teaching-me  gift a
package of a freshly slaughtered lamb before boarding the airplane to go back
to Beijing. The package includes all the chopped-up inner organs, excellent for
the chopsuey soup. Far succeeding the weight limit, the package had to be
opened and pulled apart so that the all that chopped up organs could be thrown
out. They repacked the lamb and the scene got so bloody that a lot of

passengers who did not see the lamb thought there was a stabbing incident.

My friend Michael shows me the “proper” way to prepare the “sheep
soup,”—broth with the bones and meat. When prepared with the fresh meat
from a good sheep, i.e., free ranged without growth hormone and chemicals,
the soup has all the tasty flavors without any unpleasant smell. The spices and
herbs can also add so much more in the aroma and taste. To the folks living in
Inner Mongolia, the créme de la créme of any lamb dish is the fat. The first
time I went to Michael’s house to have dinner. To show me his utmost
hospitality, he took a knife and cut a piece of pure fat from the a shank and
gave it to me. “This is the best part,” he said; one can only consume such a

delicacy with gratitude.

I include below pictures of me with friends from 2012 and a few pictures
of my favorite Mongolian dish, huicai. I hope that you enjoy your weekend

and holidays. Take care and till later.



2 In ayert, still early September 3 Wind mills on the grassland
2012
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4 Snow covered valley outside BJ, 5 Jeff on the Great

taken from a train Wall, early Nove
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6 The base of huicai in a wok on 7 Add bean noodles and pork
the table
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9 Server auntie cooks it

for us

10 Voila! Delicious Huicai pret

a manger.Michael and his wife

Yan Rong
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Text Reading Seminars
Michaelmas Term 2013

Needham Research Institute”
Oct.11: “Corrections: How Japanese Mathematicians Learned from Mistakes.”
Tomoko Kitagawa (NRI)

Oct.18: “Regional traits of Shang period metallurgy: Hanzhong and its

neighbouring areas.”

Chen Kunlong (Institute of Historical Metallurgy and Materials, University of
Science and Technology Beijing)

[note: this will be a talk focusing on new analytical results]
Oct.25: [no seminar]

Nov.1: “The Urban Development Process of China's Trading Ports, 1840s-1940s:
A Case Study of Tianjin Foreign Settlement. ”

Chen Yunlian (Wolfson College, Cambridge; University of Nagoya)

Nov.8: “Cosmological Analogies in Early Chinese Embryology:
A New Interpretation of the Mawangdui Manuscript Taichanshu Jifi & &.”

Dong Qiaosheng (Faculty of Classics, Cambridge)

Nov.15: “Rethinking the characterisation of skill in the Zhuangzi # + as

19

'intuitive know-how'.
Karyn Lai (University of New South Wales)

Nov.22: “Differences in the etiology of zhang ¥ in Sui-Tang-Song medical

texts: Framing ecological experiences into textual knowledge.”
Chen Yunju (Oriental Studies, University of Oxford)

Nov.29: "Translation Issues in the Gongsun Longzi 2 f& # T 'corrupted
chapters': 'Jianbai lun X 9 3" and 'Tongbian lun i & &' "

Lisa Indraccolo (Universitédt Ziirich)
Dec.6: "Mei Wending 4 3C 4 (1633-1721) on the history of astronomy"
Christopher Cullen (NRI)

*

B2 %% 4 bt http://www.nri.org.uk/seminars.html
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The Charles Leslie Award

for Best Essay by a Junior Scholar

Asian Medicine : Tradition & Modernity

This prize is awarded to the best original, unpublished essay in the critical
study of Asian medicine submitted to the competition and judged by members of
the IASTAM Council.

The author can be one of three types of junior scholars of Asian medicine:

1) a practitioner of an Asian medical tradition (with none to no more than 3

publications)
2) a graduate student currently in a PhD program
3) a recent PhD who received his/her doctoral degree within the past 4 years.

There are no age restrictions on entering for this prize. The purpose of the
award i1s to encourage junior scholars to apply methods from anthropology,
history, or any other academic discipline, to the critical study of Asian
medicines in their myriad contexts and from any period to the present.

Manuscripts must be in English.

The winning essay will be announced in IASTAM publications and the
society website and will be submitted to be reviewed for possible publication in

Asian Medicine: Tradition and Modernity.

The award also consists of a monetary award of $150. Authors should
follow Asian Medicine: Tradition and Modernity style guidelines for the

submission.

DEADLINE: 1 NOVEMBER 2013

Please send submission with the “Charles Leslie Award” heading to both Senior
Editors:

Marta Hanson: mhanson4@jhmi.edu

Mona Schrempf: arural @gmail.com
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