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Binary halide, ternary perovskite-like, and
perovskite-derivative nanostructures: hot injection
synthesis and optical and photocatalytic
properties†
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A variety of crystalline colloid binary halide, ternary perovskite-like

and ternary perovskite-derivative nanostructures with well-defined

morphologies were synthesized, thus expanding materials chem-

istry to the new category of nanomaterials. The optical and photo-

catalytic properties of ternary nanostructures were investigated.

In recent years, materials such as alkali halides, perovskite-like
and perovskite derivatives have attracted more significant
attention due to their optical or photovoltaic characteristics. An
alkali halide thin film layer can be applied as a heavily doped
semiconductor due to its metallic transport characteristics.1–5

Perovskite compounds of ABX3 structure share a BX6 octa-
hedron on each side, where the A (K, Rb or Cs) cation can
balance the charge to achieve electrical neutrality, the B atom
is a metal cation (Pb2+ or Sn2+) and X refers to Cl−, Br− and I−.
Perovskites have been widely applied in light-emitting diodes,
lasers and photoelectric conversion devices, thus they can
efficiently replace the dyes in dye-sensitized solar cells (DSSC)
with yield efficiencies close to 20%.6–10 Recently, perovskite
nanomaterials have attracted attention owing to their stable
material platforms that are applicable in tunable lasers and
other nanoscale optoelectronic devices.11–13 Perovskite-like
APb2Cl5 materials (A = K or Rb), where Pb2+ is the same as in
the perovskite structure, are also a potential candidate to be
applied in dye-sensitized solar cells and can be used in many
mid-IR applications, such as pollution monitoring and
medical diagnostics.14–17 On the other hand, perovskite deriva-
tives (a new type of perovskite) A2SnCl6 (A = Rb or Cl), where

Sn is at the 4+ oxidation state, have an octahedral structure
that can make it remain more stable and anti-moisture in the
atmosphere. They can be applied as hole-transporting
materials (HTMs) in DSSC that improve the performance of
photovoltaic devices.18–20 Binary alkali halides exist as mineral
salts in nature and can be applied as thin films for electronic
sensing devices.21

Binary, perovskite-like and perovskite-derivative thin films
or bulk materials normally can be obtained by thin film depo-
sition, high temperature annealing, ball milling, wet chemical
etching, and the co-precipitation method.21–26 However, there
are only a few cases reporting the synthesis of nanoscale alkali
halide, perovskite-like and perovskite derivative nanomaterials:
only two examples about the synthesis of nanometer scale
halides: LiF and NaCl;27,28 two examples for perovskite-like
KSn2F5 and CsPb2Br5;

29,30 no examples for perovskite deriva-
tives. Thus, it is still necessary to synthesize halides or perov-
skite related materials in view of fundamental research and
other applications.

In this study, we report a general approach to obtain crystal-
line binary halide, ternary perovskite-like and ternary perov-
skite-derivative nanostructures with a variety of morphologies
including octahedra, nanowires, spheres, cubes, polyhedra
and nanorods via a hot injection and heating up synthesis
using various halide precursor compounds. The reducing
agents or surfactants applied included oleylamine (OLA), tri-
octylphosphine (TOP), N-methyl-2-pyrrolidone (NMP) and oleic
acid (OA). Finally, the optical and photocatalytic properties of
perovskite-like and perovskite derivative nanomaterials were
evaluated. Fig. 1 shows the scheme of colloid synthesis of
various alkali metal binary or ternary halides. Simply, the
degassed and pre-heated alkali metal oleate solution was
injected into a solution with ligands or reducing agents under
an inert gas atmosphere at a certain temperature, which was
varied to totally dissolve of the halide salt precursors and the
mixture was then heated up to reaction temperature. This strat-
egy has successfully produced zero-dimensional (0D) nano-
particles of various shapes with well-defined morphologies,
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including cubes, cuboids, wire-like, yarn ball-like, spheres,
short rods, and octahedra (for the Experimental section,
characterization and measurement details, see ESI and
Table S1, ESI†). The morphologies of as-synthesized binary
alkali halides are shown in Fig. 2. The average diameters or
lengths of most of the nanocrystals were measured to be
300–500 nm and ∼800 nm. However, the RbCl and RbBr crys-
tals were larger, on a submicron scale with an average length
of 1–2 µm. The corresponding low resolution SEM images
demonstrated the uniform distribution and mass production
of the halide nanocrystals (Fig. S1, ESI†). Most of the nano-
particles or crystals were cuboids or cube shapes. The CsI crys-
tals have the most special morphology; they look like yarn
balls which were wrapped layer by layer, thus RbI halides have
grown into a wire-like shape and CsI crystals were the sole
sphere shape among all. The corresponding XRD patterns of
all binary halide samples obtained are shown in Fig. 3. In all
the XRD patterns, we can observe that almost all the experi-
mental results are in agreement with the binary halides of the
Joint Committee on Powder Diffraction Standards (JCPDS)
cards, except CsCl, which shows 2 extra peaks. These peaks
could have resulted from the residual in the precursor
materials that required a higher temperature or a stronger
reducing agent for its removal.

Based on the concept of synthesis of binary halides (includ-
ing KCl, RbCl, CsCl) at the submicron or nano scale, we
further extended it to obtain ternary perovskite-like or perov-
skite-derivative nanomaterials. Expectedly, we successfully
obtained 4 ternary compounds in the nano scale, namely
KPb2Cl5, RbPb2Cl5, Rb2SnCl6 and Cs2SnCl6. To synthesize
perovskite-like (APb2Cl5 (A = K, Rb)) and perovskite-derivative
(A2SnCl6 (A = Rb, Cs)) nanoparticles, alkali metal oleate solu-
tions were prepared by mixing X2CO3 (X = K, RB, Rb, Cs) with
ODE and OA at 180 °C. Ternary nanoparticles were synthesized

by reacting an alkali metal oleate solution and a PbCl2 or
SnCl2 solution at 220–240 °C for around 30 min (see the ESI†
for details). The as-synthesized nanomaterials were first
studied by scanning electron microscopy (SEM) for their mor-
phology and structure, and the results are shown in Fig. 4.
Also, the low resolution SEM images have provided evidence of
the mass production and uniform shapes of the perovskite-
likes and perovskite derivatives (Fig. S2, ESI†). The morphology
of the two perovskite-like compounds APb2Cl5 (A = K, Rb) is a
rod or short rod shape with the size of the crystals being about
100–500 nm. On the other hand, the morphology of two
perovskite-like compounds APb2Cl5 (A = K, Rb) is a rod or
short rod shape with the size of the crystals being about
100–500 nm. On the other hand, the A2SnCl6 compounds (A =
Rb, Cs) looked similar as well; both of them are octahedral
with edge length measured to be 400–500 nm. It is possible
that the octahedral-like shape was decided by a certain orien-
tation or elongation direction of the component atoms in the
crystal structure. This phenomenon is in good agreement with
the previous case of a reported Sn-deficient perovskite deriva-
tive Cs2SnI6, consisting of isolated SnI6

4− octahedra.24

Interestingly, the Cs2SnCl6 crystals can form two other shapes:
plate-like and whisker-like by replacing the surfactant or

Fig. 1 Schematic illustrating the colloid synthesis process for different
binary halide nanoparticles AX (A = K, Rb, Cs and X = Cl, Br, I), ternary
perovskite-like nanoparticles APb2Cl5 (A = K, Rb), and ternary perov-
skite-derivative nanoparticles A2SnCl5, (A = Rb, Cs) mediated by oleic
acid and oleylamine as ligands or reducing agents.

Fig. 2 Representative SEM micrographs of binary halide nanoparticles:
(a) KCl, (b) KBr, (c) RbCl, (d) RbBr, (e) RbI, (f ) CsCl, (g) CsBr, (h) CsI. Scale
bar, 500 nm.
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reducing agent OLA with TOP and performing fine adjust-
ments of the reaction temperature (Fig. S3 and Table S1, ESI†).
The corresponding XRD patterns of all ternary perovskite-like
and perovskite-derivative nanoparticles obtained are shown in
Fig. 5. In all these patterns, almost all the experimental results
were in good agreement with the previously reported JCPDS
cards or ternary halide case (RbPb2Cl5).

31

The above ternary alkali metal halides were then analysed
by transmission electron microscopy (TEM) and the corres-
ponding results are shown in Fig. 6. The SAED analysis was
also performed on a typical individual crystal of the samples.
The central spot in the diffraction pattern in Fig. 6c, f and h
represents the single crystalline structure with the crystallo-
graphic orientation [0 1 0] for KPb2Cl5, [0 −3 1] for RbPb2Cl5
and [1 1 1] for Rb2SnCl6. Both KPb2Cl5 and RbPb2Cl5 nanorods
grow along the [100] crystal planes. The other spots represent-
ing [2 −2 0], [0 −2 2], [2 0 −2] are also marked in the SAED
pattern of Rb2SnCl6. The microstructure information of
KPb2Cl5 and RbPb2Cl5 nanorods was further characterized by
HRTEM. The lattice spacing was calculated from the lattice
structure of RbPb2Cl5 (Fig. 6b); lattice dots were aligned in
intervals of 3.12 Å in the longer directional axis of the short
rod crystal and in intervals of 2.21 Å at the perpendicular direc-
tion to the longer directional axis. These intervals with dis-
tances of 3.12 Å and 2.21 Å correlate to the distances of (004)
and (400) at KPb2Cl5, which has a monoclinic crystal structure
with P21/c space group that is in agreement with JCPDS card
no. 27-1364. Interestingly, we found that the RbPb2Cl5 crystal
has the same atomic positions or coordinates but different
lattice parameters than the KPb2Cl5 crystal. The lattice spacing
analysis by HRTEM of a single RbPb2Cl5 nanorod (Fig. 6e) has
shown its similarity of crystal structure to KPb2Cl5, which is
also a group member of monoclinic P21/c space group.24 Its
lattice dots were aligned in intervals of 8.96 Å in the longer

Fig. 3 X-ray diffraction patterns of binary halide nanoparticles: (a) KCl,
(b) KBr, (c) RbCl, (d) RbBr, (e) RbI, (f ) CsCl, (g) CsBr, (h) CsI.

Fig. 4 Representative SEM micrographs of ternary perovskite-like
nanoparticles: (a) KPb2Cl5, (b) RbPb2Cl5 and ternary perovskite-deriva-
tive nanoparticles (c) Rb2SnCl6, (d) Cs2SnCl6. Scale bar, 500 nm.

Fig. 5 X-ray diffraction patterns of ternary perovskite-like nano-
particles: (a) KPb2Cl5, (b) RbPb2Cl5 and ternary perovskite-derivative
nanoparticles: (c) Rb2SnCl6, (d) Cs2SnCl6.
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directional axis of the short rod crystal and in intervals of
3.69 Å at the perpendicular direction to the longer directional
axis. The interplanar spacings of 8.96 Å and 3.69 Å were corres-
ponding to the (100) and (013) planes of the RbPb2Cl5 crystal
structure.

Fig. 7 shows the representative spectra of UV-vis absorption,
PL excitation and emission profiles, and photocatalytic activi-
ties of the as-synthesized perovskite-like and perovskite-deriva-
tive nanomaterials dispersed in a tetrahydrofuran (THF) solu-
tion (for characterization and measurement details see the
ESI†). As shown in Fig. 7a, all the perovskite-like or perovskite-
derivative nanocrystals begin to increase in their intensity of
peaks from around 280 nm and show strong absorbance in the
range of deep UV (<250 nm). It is remarkable that deep UV-
emitting materials have very rarely been reported,32–34 and
there is not any example reported about UV-emitting perov-
skite-derivative or perovskite-like nanomaterials. Fig. 7b–e
shows PL excitation and emission spectra of KPb2Cl5 (b),
Rb2SnCl6 (c), RbPb2Cl5 (d), and Cs2SnCl6 (e). All the PL exci-
tation spectra show excitation peaks centered at about 280 nm,
which are consistent with the features of the absorption
spectra in Fig. 7a. The emission peak was found at 333 nm for
KPb2Cl5, 308 nm for Rb2SnCl6, 313 nm for RbPb2Cl5, and
312 nm for Cs2SnCl6. The photocatalytic activities of the

as-synthesized perovskite-like and perovskite-derivative nano-
materials were evaluated by decomposing rhodamine 6G
(Rh6G) in THF solutions under UV irradiation. Fig. 7f shows
the absorption profiles of Rh6G during the photocatalytic
process (for photocatalytic testing details see the ESI†). All the
irradiation times are kept at 2 h for comparison. The sample
without adding any catalysts has the strongest absorption peak
centered at about 530 nm. For perovskite-like nanocrystals
(Fig. S4a and c, ESI†), the concentration of Rh6G is reduced by
about 42% after 2 h and 60% after 3 h of UV irradiation, while
the concentrations of Rh6G for the perovskite-derivative nano-
crystals (Fig. S4b and d, ESI†) were reduced by about 39% after
2 h and 47% after 3 h of UV irradiation. By comparing the
photocatalytic activities of the four different perovskite related
nanocrystals, from the highest to the lowest in rank, they are
in the order: RbPb2Cl5, KPb2Cl5, Rb2SnCl6 and Cs2SnCl6.

Conclusions

In summary, we report a facile colloid-phase approach for the
synthesis of binary halide, ternary perovskite-like and perov-
skite-derivative nanocrystals: 8 types of binary halides, includ-
ing KCl, KBr, RbCl, RbBr, RbI, CsCl, CsBr, and CsI, 2 types of

Fig. 6 Structural characterization of ternary perovskite-like nano-
particles and ternary perovskite-derivative nanoparticles. (a)
Representative TEM image of perovskite-like nanoparticles KPb2Cl5 and
(b–c) the corresponding SAED pattern and HRTEM analyses. (d)
Representative TEM image of perovskite-like nanoparticles RbPb2Cl5
and (e–f ) the corresponding SAED pattern and HRTEM analyses. (g)
Representative TEM image of ternary perovskite-derivative nanoparticles
Rb2SnCl6 and the corresponding SAED patterns (h); schematic illustrat-
ing the atomic structure (i), showing their single-crystalline structures.

Fig. 7 (a) UV-vis spectra of ternary perovskite-like or perovskite-deriva-
tive nanoparticles. PL excitation and emission spectra of (b) KPb2Cl5, (c)
Rb2SnCl6, (d) RbPb2Cl5, (e) Cs2SnCl6. (f ) UV-vis spectra recorded during
the photocatalytic degradation of Rh6G by using different catalysts. The
reaction time for all curves is 2 h for the convenience of comparison.
The inset demonstrates the color change after adding KPb2Cl5 for 0 h,
1 h and 3 h, from left to right respectively.
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perovskite-like nanomaterials: KPb2Cl5, RbPb2Cl5, and 2 types
of perovskite-derivatives: Rb2SnCl6, Cs2SnCl6. All of these
nanomaterial syntheses are reported for the first time. It was
considered that the binary halide system, namely AX (A = Li,
Na, K, Rb, Cs and X = F, Cl, Br, I), exists as 20 types of binary
compounds. The ternary perovskite related system, perovskite-
like AB2X5 (B = Si, Ge, Sn, Pb) and perovskite-derivative A2BX6

could respectively form 80 types of ternary compounds. It is
believed that the reported synthesis can be applied to up to
180 combinations of halides or perovskite-related nano-
materials, which is critical for expanding materials chemistry
to the new category of nanomaterials. Interestingly, the absorp-
tion and luminescence spectra of KPb2Cl5, RbPb2Cl5,
Cs2SnCl6, and Rb2SnCl6 are located in the ultraviolet region.
This is a fascinating result as most of the perovskite related
materials absorb or emit infrared and visible light.7,35,36 All in
all, controlled synthesis of perovskite-like and perovskite-
derivative nanocrystals featuring the characteristic of energeti-
cally-derived photoluminescence, is highly valuable for further
research to promote the development of electronic and photo-
voltaic devices.
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